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Windmills 1s a soft piece that presents short melodic gestures over two swaying sonorities.
A sense of subtle movement and expansiveness are a result of repeating these gestures,
each time colored slightly differently by moving to distantly related keys. I have drawn
from three different works by 20th century American composers: Samuel Barbet's
Knoxcville: Summer of 1915, John Corigliano's Fern Hill, and Ingolf Dahl's Sinfonietta:
"Notturno Pastoral.” These pieces have a simplicity and tasteful lilt to them that remind
me of the countryside. I began living in this pastoral sound and found that the musical
gestures I had been sketching evoke windmills in their circular motion. At the same time, I
was considering how I might acknowledge St. Olaf College. Windnills seemed a perfectly
fitting title because St. Olaf College has a wind turbine visible from everywhere on
campus and is seated beautifully next to a pond in a wheat-colored field. As my piece
progressed, it became an expression of my feelings when standing before this grand
structure 1n the 1dyllic setting.

Windmills was commissioned by Dr. Timothy Mahr and the St. Olat Band for their 2012
winter tout. It is dedicated to them in thanks for four wonderful years as a member of the
community and ensemble.

Instrument List:

Piccolo Bb Trumpet 1

Flute 1 Bb Trumpet 2

Flute 2 Bb Trumpet 3

Oboe 1 Hornin F 1

Oboe 2 Hornin F 2

English Horn Hornin F 3

Eb Clarinet Hormnin F 4

Bb Clarinet 1 Trombone 1

Bb Clarinet 2 Trombone 2

Bb Clarinet 3 Bass Trombone

Bb Bass Clarinet Euphoniums 1 & 2

Eb Contra-alto Clarinet Tuba

Bb Contrabass Clarinet Contrabass

Bassoons 1 & 2

Contrabassoon Piano

Alto Saxophone 1 Harp

Alto Saxophone 2 Timpani

Tenor Saxophone Percussion 1: snare drum, crotales, chimes
Baritone Saxophone Percussion 2: triangle, snare drum, xylophone, glockenspiel

Percussion 3: triangle, suspended cymbal (with various mallets)

Percussion 4: tamborine, bass drum, wind chimes

Percussion 5: wood blocks, suspended cymbal (yarn mallets),
tam-tam, castanets



Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

English Horn

Clarinet in Eb

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3

Bass Clarinets 1 & 2

Contra-alto Clarinet

Contrabass Clarinet

Bassoons 1 & 2

Contrabassoon

Alto Sax. 1

Alto Sax. 2

Tenor Sax.

Baritone Sax.

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Trumpet in Bb 3

Hornin F 1

Hornin F 2

HorninF3

Horn in F 4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Euphoniums 1 & 2

Tuba

Contrabass

Piano

Harp

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Percussion 5
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With childlike innocence

for Dr. Timothy Mahr and the St. Olaf Band

Windmills

Eric Choate
b. 1990

yos
€

9,
ﬁﬁg

i,
T
T

el

-l

T

el

[

Yo

e
L
L

[

jes=r]

jeesr]

IS
jeasr]

N

N
e

N

N
jees

HENE
jeasr]

~3

J.=60

With childlike innocence

i
€

&
5

Bl

N

N
jees

N

L
e

N
jee=r]

N
jeser]

N
jeasr]

N

L
e

|

jes=r

jes=r]

jee=r]

il
=

jee

jeser]

jee=r]

d.=60

With childlike innocence

i

9"
ﬁﬁs

jes=r]

i
jeasr]

jes=r]

N

NE

jee

jes=r]

jeser]

jessr]

jeesr]

N

jee

All rights reserved.

Copyright © 2012 by Eric Choate.



Windmills

10

\
| A
P
2 ||a
N N N |
1l o
1
JHI B
y!| o g
111 Y el Pl R
i E
£ Iy
Hy £ £
g E
HIA Kl W S N W
T
1
va N N
el ac accl el ke acl accl ac acd accl s ac b il ac acl ks ac ac Racd ac el ks ac ac ke s accl e ek accl el ks ac Rac accl £ s ac el
e
mig
T N N
i
T
mig
T T
e ke o e SEad o kel kG Skcd // e o Siad kel kg kG e kG o kcd kG e e kG kg SEad kG kel Siad Skcd kel e il kG kG kel ) kG kg oo
‘}wd [
T [T ™
/ /
\\l\ ™ min,|
T T m
1L
*“4
t
AJ—,
T Tk Tk
‘}14 ﬁwwd “1\4
T ™ T
b b Tk
Y i .
T A>
H e
™ A
e T®
™ ™ ™
o AL Al
.l . il
 JHA  JHA JHA
Tk m
\\\‘_v \\J—¥
e e
 JHA TN JEA
| A | A | A
“r g 1l
(Y1 (YA (VI
T Tk T
ﬁ\d T %
" I L
NEL N N NEL N N NEL N N N <« N < i o N N N N <« NEL N <« N <« o P P pe P P N pe i i il i L
N NG N 96 NG N 96 N N 96 N 8 e AN N i O N N P N 96 NG I \ o I I I
g - Y oz 2 é g S Y o2 9 5 3 Y £ 30T 4 4 i T T T - B g & & -9 9y ow
i = — — — — W o o o J J J J J
[} =] =] = IS T S ©) &) &) 3 o % 2 N & A . : o, o a, 9 g = s g |m = 3 m al T = =1 = b~ = o
O ©) 5 — & — = o an) jun} jan} an) = — = 3} 3] 3} 3} 3}
! m 2 2 2 ‘ & a ! ®) < < H I = B = o ) ~ ~ fan ~ o~
— 4 o o o 4
QO © < 2] 2] 2] <
8 z o
[ao) 2o} 3
m

mf



Windmills

19

Warmly (the same tempo)
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Windmills

in tempo

slowing slightly
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Windmills

slowing
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