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Compline is the office of night prayer. This choral setting follows the order according to the 1979 Book
of Common Prayer, with Elizabethan language. For liturgical use, movements may be re-ordered to
accommodate differing rubrics. Prayers and a suitable hymn may be added, and the Psalm may be
accompanied by organ. For performance use, a soloist or section (of any voice type) may sing the
versicles.

Keep Watch, Dear Lord was written in March of 2020 at the onset of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Although
the specific impulse of this creation was to memorialize Harriette LLove Smith (the grandmother of a
friend), it became for me a universal prayer for repose for those who perished from Covid-related
challenges, and solace for those who mourn them. Keep Watch, Dear Lord was premiered a year later by

VOCESS.

After the premiere of Keep Watch, Dear Lord, 1 felt the creative urgency to contextualize it within a newly
composed setting of choral Compline. As the language and prayers of Compline are quiet and peaceful,
my setting seeks to provide comfort and repose at the day's end.
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Soprano solo

Alto solo

Psalm 91: 1-6

Antiphon
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1 In thee, O LORD, have I put my trust; let me never be ' put to con'fusion; *
deliver ' me in ' 7y ' righteousness.

2 Bow down thine ' ear to ' me; *
make ' haste to de'liver ' me.

3 And be thou my strong rock, and ' house of de'fence, *
that ' hon ' mayest ' save me.

4 For thou art my strong rock, ' and my ' castle: *
be thou also my guide, and 'lead me ' for thy ' Name's sake.

5 Draw me out of the net that they have laid ' privily for ' me; *
for ' thon" art my ' strength.

6 Into thy hands I com'mend my ' spirit; *
for thou hast redeemed me, O ' LORD, thou ' God of ' truth.

Gloty be to the Father, and ' to the ' Son: *
and ' to the ' Holy ' Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ' ever ' shall be: *
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Come Unto Me

Matthew 11:28-30
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In loving memory of Harriette Love Smith
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Keep Watch, Dear Lord
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21 April 2021
San Francisco, CA

Soli Deo Gloria



